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2019 AFC game changed Allen’s mindset 


Friends say he realized that work would put him at that level | PAGE c1 
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Nursing home 
workers are 
refusing to 

be vaccinated 


Doctors worry as one-third 
across state decline injection 


By Lou MICHEL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


One-third of New York States nursing 
home workers have refused to be vaccinated 
against the novel coronavirus that has killed 
as many as 8,400 nursing home residents. 

Nearly 49,000 nursing home workers - or 
37% — have been vaccinated. 

Another group of 40,000 workers will get 
their chance to be injected over the next three 
weeks, according to the state Department of 
Health. 

But more than 41,000 nursing home work- 
ers statewide have already refused, including 
2,378 in Western New York. 

“.. You did have a high, well, I think high- 
er than expected, rate of declination by staff,” 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo said this week during 
a Covid-19 briefing. 

Dr. Thomas A. Russo, one of the region’s 
leading experts on infectious diseases, said 
the vaccine plays an important part in pro- 
tecting nursing home residents who often 
have bad outcomes when they contract Co- 
vid-19. 

“We know the dominant mode of transmis- 
sion in nursing homes is in staff, those who 
administer care, who are asymptomatical- 
ly infected. If that is the dominant mode, it 
would be important to protect them so that 
they don’t subsequently infect nursing home 
residents,” said Russo, a professor and chief of 
the Division of Infectious Diseases at the Ja- 
cobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sci- 
ences at the University at Buffalo. 

The nursing home staffers who have de- 
clined the vaccination, Russo said, “are not 
taking advantage of a golden opportunity to 
afford an additional layer of protection for 
nursing home residents since public health 
measures are imperfect.” 

Public health measures include masking, 
social distancing, hand hygiene and not com- 
ing to work when sick, he said. 

In five Western New York counties - Erie, 
Niagara, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua and Alle- 
gany — 41% of the nursing home workers have 
been vaccinated, while 21% refused. 

Across the state, 65 nursing home work- 
ers have died from the virus, including one at 
McAuley Residence in the Town of Tonawan- 
da and one at Terrace View Long Term Care at 
Erie County Medical Center’s campus in Buf- 
falo, according to federal statistics. 

Statewide, there have been 25,061 con- 
firmed Covid-19 cases involving nursing home 
staff. 

Statistics provided by nursing homes to the 
federal government offer an even grimmer 


PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 


In a locked-down Capitol, 
an inauguration unlike any other 
one 


Associated Press 


Armed National Guard troops walk past the U.S. Capitol in preparation for the 59th Presidential Inauguration in Washington, 
D.C. The normally jubilant atmosphere surrounding the event has evaporated this year amid threats of domestic terrorism. 
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Fear and uncertainty abound 
as Biden prepares to take oath 


By Curis MEGERIAN 


LOS ANGELES TIMES 


WASHINGTON - When Lisa Benton-Short 
biked to work, before the coronavirus forced her 
to teach from home, she always tried to cross the 
National Mall near the Washington Monument. 

The path curves upward toward the base of 
the obelisk, and at the crest she can see the an- 
chors of American democracy in almost all direc- 
tions — the U.S. Capitol to the east, the Lincoln 
Memorial to the west and the White House to 
the north. The monument itself appears impos- 
sibly tall, dwarfing the flagpoles that encircle it. 

“Tt’s soaring,” she said. “It always makes me 
feel optimistic.” 

Now those rides are impossible, barred by 
metal fencing stretching around the National 
Mall and troops with rifles standing guard. The 


Swearing-in: 
President Biden and 
Vice President Har- 
ris will be sworn in 
shortly after 12 p.m. 
Pass in Review: The first and 
second families will honor the 
peaceful transition of power with 
members of the military. 

Wreath laying: Biden, Harris and 
their families will visit Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

Virtual parade: A military escort 
to the White House will kick off the 
virtual “Parade Across America.” 
“Celebrating America”: A star- 
studded televised event will be 


NEW YORK TIMES 


PITTSBURGH - For four years, David Betras 
has been unable to escape Donald Trump. The 
president has visited Youngstown, Ohio, the seat of 
Betras’ home county. So have the president’s chil- 
dren. People Betras had known for years became in 
thrall to Trump. There was no getting away on Face- 
book, on Instagram, at the local bar. 

“In the last four years, has there been a day 
when Trump wasn’t somewhere in your orbit?” said 
Betras, the former chairman of the Mahoning Coun- 
ty Democratic Party. “Every day, I couldn’t get him 


See Vaccinations on Page A4 


hosted by Tom Hanks and feature 
remarks from Biden and Harris. 


See Trump on Page A8 See Inauguration on Page A7 
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